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Arizona Antelope Foundation members were busy th|S
summer with projects and a really successful fusdra
Thank you to all our donors and to those who attend
Your generosity made the 5th Annual (Yes-five yesdrs
ready!) Arizona Antelope Foundation fundraiser haeiq
one of our best yet! AAF once again is sponsorinigtHof

a Lifetime (HOAL) with a percentage of the bangpeo-
ceeds. We hope we can help another young persariexp,
ence the thrill of a pronghorn antelope hunt.

The willingness of our hunter and conservationisinmu-
nity to give selflessly both their money and thi@ne in
these days of economic uncertainty is truly awesome

The Arizona Antelope Foundation motto: “Libertas ad

Vagor” ... Freedom to Roam isthe battle cry for West- and there is true satisfaction when you can lookvadt

ern Governor's Association wildlife linkages andridors was accomplished. It is even better when you spuoerd

initiative. The AAF has contacted Patagonia, thegany of pronghom nearby. Affirmation that what you ai@ng

that has been helpingto rally conservation effmtassure matters!

that pronghom and other big game animals will glsva

have the freedom to roam. We hope to include theoAa There are exciting opportunities in the wind forizana

Antelope Foundation in this western effort and mzestt Antelope Foundation and the conservation and manage

tainly we will continue to support projects in Asiza that ment of pronghorn in Arizona. We have great prgect

will keep pronghorm habitat linked together. with new and old ranch partners in the coming msiathd
we have been really pleased with preliminary ptgjo-

Our volunteer projects provide a significant cdmition. posals for the tag account funds.

When we roll up a fence, cu trees that have indaass-

land and modify a fence so pronghom can more\eadilhope this fall finds you in the field with rifier bow and

pass through we make a difference. These effodtsndi arrow. Luck to you all during the hunting seasonsl a

guish the Arizona Antelope Foundation as a memiper ohanks again for helpingthe Arizona Antelope Fatioh

ganization that really gets out there with sleeedled up. give back by helping pronghornthrive in Arizona.

| hope each and every one of you will make theretfo
join us on a work project. The day of work is resing
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Photo credits for this edition’s cover go to AAFmeer T erry Herndon. Terry is an

Arizona native, antelope guide and amateur phoptgra He loves to photograph
all kinds of animals, but antelope are his all tiimeorite! This particular photo was

taken while scouting in Unit 17A. “This little bkiovas in a non hunting area and |
really thought his ivory tips were pretty. | lovieet color of these animals and this
guy had a lot to show.”

Thanks for the great photo Terry!
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The Arizona Wildlife Federation received ascored high due to the hundreds of volunteer hfrora
$100,000 National Forest Foundation (NFF) graninto other agencies, sportsman and civic organizationsis
stall wetland fencing on Coconino NF. The fenciaglé- part of a larger landscape effort to restore Analeidesa.
signed to protect and restore wetlands and gradsslan Volunteers have removed and repaired old fencirtgcam
Anderson Mesa. hundreds of junipers encroaching on Anderson Mesa’s

NFF grants require a 50%, non federal, dollar fgrasslands.
dollar match. The Arizona Wildlife Federation, wittajor Over 60,000 acres of restoration work has been
contributions from the Arizona Game and Fish Depaccomplished so far.
ment and the Arizona Antelope Foundation, excedlded Before construction of these wetland fences, range
required $100,000 match for a total 2008 contrioutof managers were restricted to grazing pastures asdime
$219,000! time every year potentially reducing the vegetatiirer-

Anderson Mesa is located within Coconino NBity of the Mesa. The wetland fences will allow gan
southeast of Flagstaff, Arizona. Naturally formesthands managers more flexibility in implementing rest-toba
occur along the entire length of the mesa andmapeiliant grazing strategies that should provided greateersdity
to migratory birds, elk, deer, and antelope. Th& met- and overall health of the ecosystem.

land fencing is designed to allow wildlife saferspage With matching grants from the National Forest
either over or under fences and restrict livestacg&ess to Foundation and the energy and enthusiasm of ingavid
a small portion of the wetlands. volunteers and partners like Arizona Wildlife Feaden,

Wetland fencing will increase cover for waterfowlArizona Game and Fish Department, Diablo Trust, and
nesting and reduce disturbance and juvenile miytafid Arizona Antelope Foundation everyone can have d ran
will also improve conditions for pronghorn antelopé Caring forthe Land and Serving People.”

When nursing, pronghom does spend more time tse

permanent water sources. Since many of the wetlaBditor's Note: Henry Provencio has been awarded
fences extend well beyondthe waters edge, pronghiir "Government Agency Conservation Champion" from the
also benefit from an increase in fawn cover adja¢en AZ Wildlife Federation (AWF). Henry has been instan-
wetlands. tal in the great success of the Anderson Mesa Weda

In 2008, 7.8 miles of wildlife friendly fence will Restoration Project. He believes his most rewardéng
be installed around five wetlands on Anderson M&ida perience to date has been working with volunteers a
an additional seven miles of old fencing being reatbby partners restoring habitat on Anderson Mesa. Awards
volunteers. This is in addition to the 24 mileswgltland Chairman, John Underwood said, "AWF considers the
fencing already completed by Arizona Wildlife Fealer work Henry has done, a great benefit to consermadind
tion, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Forest iServ habitat for wildlife." Henry is the husband of Heat
and the Diablo Trust ranches. Provencio, district ranger of Red Rock RD.

Arizona Wildlife Federation’s grant proposal
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Biologists have cal Glinski showed about 40 square miles of black lalains
culated that a popula- and hills covered in low shrubs and tobosa grass th
tion of 200 pronghorn might qualify as moderately good pronghorn rangg.(F
has an 18% chance ofl). Given another 60 square miles of marginal lasb&nd
disappearing in any the possibility of an overall population density oo
given year due to a pronghorn per square mile, the hope was that sosm@nh
climatic or other catas- between 100 and 200 antelope might be accommodated.
trophe. A corollary to Nearly all of the land was owned by the state okzdwma
this hypothesis is that and leased for cattle grazing.
any antelope popula-  So it was that on December 6, 1984, 51 prongffrom
tion of 25 animals or Douglas, Wyoming, were released just outside of-Hil
less will disappear side—23 bucks and 28 does (Map 1). Post-releaseysirv

over the next few years showed as many as 36 poomgh

One place that used to have a lot of antelspthe being present, a number that held up through thirgpf
Hillside-Kirkland area of Yavapai County where Hael 1987 when observations began dropping. Only 22 alsim
Weaver killed a pronghorn on a hill now known agé\n were seen on January 6, 1993, and the followingtmon
lope Peak. Indeed, antelope were a common landscapether 54 animals from Wyoming were released—5

feature along the Kirkland Creek watershed undldinea’s bucks, 27 does, and 22 fawns--a total release @fdht
settlement by miners, goat ranchers and livestqggeea mals. Unfortunately, these additional pronghorn enad
tors. Combined with commercial hunters, these mose difference. Only about a dozen antelope were seesuo
took a heavy toll onthe land and its wildlife. Bye time veys in January 1996 and 1997.
of statehood, such local landmarks as Antelope KCree The Hillside area had been part of Matt Resrdis-
were more commemorative than descriptive. trict since 1989, and he was the manager who owdisa

However, by the 1980s the situation was lookingre releases and conducted the surveys. Reluctantrioede
favorable. The human population in this part of aofaa@i that “his pronghom” were disappearing, Matt conéd to
County was fewer than formerly, and much of theaareecord and follow up on any reports of pronghorrthie
around Hillside was no longer being so heavily gdaz Hillside area. Fearful that the few bucks preseay fmave
Although such woody plants as mesquite, mimosa, asatcumbed to predators or wandered off, he ovetisaw
junipers had invaded a lot of what used to be ograss- release of an additional five bucks from Parker Main,
land, and a lot of fences partitioned the land, ttfought Utah, on December 17, 1998. But to no avail. Aesiat
was that the country may have recovered enouglgama vey sightings through 2005 never exceeded a tétanhly
support alimited number of pronghom.

A preliminary evaluation by Wildlife Manager Bat

Fig. 1 Map 1 (Continued on page 17)
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July 19th marked our 5th annual fundraising banauel Zaribah Shrine in Phoenix. We had a seilevowd of 300
people who bid on Silent and Live Auction items auoicchased tickets to various raffles and drawinfisose purchases
helped raise just over $47,000 for the Foundationaddition, the AZGF Commissioners Special Arpelvag was auc-
tioned for $67,500, which tied the all-time highbist!

Our banguet was also tHe
host for the 2008 Arizon
Big Game Super Raffl¢
drawing. Ten lucky win-
ners were drawn and af-
nounced, and our audienge
was treated to hearing thdgir
excited responses whgn
they were called and not
fied of the news.
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A special thanks is ext
tended to all the fundraisin
committee members, dd
nors, volunteers, and every-
one else who contribute
their time and hard-earne
dollars to make this year’
efforts such a great success!
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2008 Banquet Chair and AAF President
Tice Supplee (r) picturedwith Ken Alexander

Rifle Raffle winner Don Davidson Photos by Jim Unmacht & Jimmy Mehen
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The AAF had a gre
turnout of 35 motivated p
ticipants for this project, an
they all worked hard to cy
pinyon and juniper trees th
were invading pronghom o4
cupied meadows.

The project area i
critical elk winter range and ip
also utilized year round by |
transplanted pronghorn popp-
lation. The pronghormn sourde
stock was from Utah, and twp
releases occurred on the
nearby Sipe White Mountai
Wildlife Area about ten year
ago. Approximately 30 prong
hom currently occupy suit}
able habitat surrounding the
wildlife area. Most of th
openings are prone to pinydn
and juniper encroachmerk
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and routine small tree removal efforts can onlyrease
the long-term survival of this pronghom herd. Tepart-
ment previously recognized the need to rehabiltasad-
ows in order to retain and enhance grasslandsahsbin

adjacent to Sipe Wildlife Area, located about thmeies
south of the AAF project site. The AAF project cdetpd
on this weekend meshes well with the meadow re$bara
work efforts previously conducted by the interns.

2006 and 2007 we hired summer intems with a pyimar During Saturday and Sunday, approximately 120
task to mechanically clear meadows on and immelgiatacres of meadow was treated with chain saws, psuered

hand saws. Mid-sized and small

trees were removed in several
meadows experiencing noticeable
tree encroachment immediately
adjacent to camp. Theresults left a
more savanna appearance where
large trees were retained, and re-
moved smaller trees will allow for
more release of grasses and
forbs. Another large meadow was
attacked, mostly with hand
tools. That meadow was first cut
by the AAF in the late 1990’s, and
knee sized trees were widely dis-
persed across this old project
site. The removal of theses small
trees confirms the need to periodi-
cally revisit old project sitesto re-
tain the Plains Grasslands habitat
characteristics required by so many
wildlife species.

Photos by Jim Unmacht

(Continued on page 9)



(Continued from page 8)

Volunteers came from around the st
and included Bob Blassing, Ken Ke

Jim Glover, Dan Fadden, Bill & Johanyr/a

Bolt, Ladon Wamer, Pat McFall, Ma
Love, Bob Krogh, Al & Marsha Sue
Neal Brown Whitney White, TJ Sleza
Warren Adams, Art Boswell, Mark Bos
well, Kyler & Zachary Boswell, Jim

Plos, Aaron Krone, Elizabeth Stewalt,

Ken Langford, Kirk Parker, Cecil & Ca
lota Schmitz, Scott Anderson, Jim
Tracy Unmacht, Tice Supplee, Bill {
Mary Keebler, Dave Cagle, AZGFD.

Thanks for all your help!!
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Top left: Brian Arbon Unit 10 taken at 205 yards

Top right: Bill Forbes AZ Unit 34B taken at 75
yards, gross score 84 1/2. This buck had 20 does
with him

Left: 16 year old Cody Vander Weyst Unit 10 taken
at 200 yards, green scored 82

THANKS FOR SHARING!

Editor’s Note: We received more photos and stories
than we had room for in this edition, so look for
more shots in our next issue. If you have a photo
and/or story you'd like to share, send good quality
digital photos to info@azantelope.org
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The AAF recognized Dr. Richard (Rick) Miller forsh¢ontributions in recovering the pronghorn popotebn Ander-
son Mesa. Beginning in 2001, and continuing orht® firesent time, Rick has actively solicited funddunteers, and
contract labor to materially improve Anderson Mesal adjacent habitats for pronghom. That thesatsefhave been
successful is largely due to Rick's meticulous plag and willingness to make numerous presentatiopsivate work-
ing groups, government agencies and public orginimincluding Board of Director Meetings of theiZvna Ante-
lope Foundation. As of 2007, these solicitationd @ordination efforts resulted in:

Approximately 500 miles of fence being inventoried improve an additional 25,000 acres of antelopd &iab
and improved with goat bars - The completion of 5433 acres of archaeological sur-
The rebuilding of 33 miles of fence veys allowing the Coconino National Forest to ente
The removal of invasive trees and treatment of@agdpr  into a program agreement withthe State HistorasPr
mately 42,641 acres (66 square miles on U. S. Fores ervation Office to authorize an additional 21,0@0es

Service and state lands for mechanicaltreatment of pinyon-juniper in forme
Working in partnership with the Diablo Trust to tun grasslands

contract work and obtain matching moniesto fund - Fenced 1lephemeral lakes have been fenced in a man-
much of the above ner which should benefit ducks, wading birds and

Influencing the “wait and see” burn decision thaitthe pronghorn by allowing access via high bottom wires.
Lizard, Mormon and Jacket wild fires burn and tivgre

Rick not only arranged for the funding and conduicthese projects with such cooperators as Henoydicio of the
Coconino National Forest; The Diablo Trust; ranshi#whn, Henry, and Jack Metzger; and Bob Prossepgtsonally

supervised all of these projects in the field. th@se efforts and more, we owe Rick Miller a debgratitude.Rick was
nominated by David Brown

President Tice Supple with Rick Miller Past President Davéeaird with David Brown

The AAF also recognized Dr. David E. Brown for m&ny contributions to pronghorn conservation angcaton.

David's interest in pronghorn has been long-stamdiHis first publication on pronghorn was in 1988d he continued
to publish work on pronghorn through 2007, whencheauthored a general publication on pronghorn rizoka. His

name appears more often that any other in thetlitee section of the recently published AAF bodkiZzona's Prong-

horn Antelope: A Conservation Legacy

He has published scientific articles from origimasearch, reviews of literature on pronghom, anmh@rous popular
articles on the species. David is a charter and riEmber of the AAF, has served on the Board oédrs since its
inception, and is a past president of the orgaimizaiHe has been the most active member in ensartiges for the
Foundation’s newsletter and in conservation actiorcduding writing numerous letters regarding eamstion of prong-
horn to state and federal agencies.

David's accomplishments with pronghorn can go ath@n. He isvery deserving to be recognized byAAE Board as
a recipient of the Conservation AwarBavid was nominated by Richard Ockenfels

10
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When you read about the amount of money raisedhbyauction and raffle of the special Commissioresgsl you may
wonder what it actually means for antelope androshecies in Arizona. This project, whichtookgdan Unit 7, is but

one example of how those funds are put to workop@oating agencies and conservation groups inclddedoconino
National Forest-Peaks Ranger District, Arizona Aepte Foundation, Rocky Mountain Ek Foundation,zaria Elk

Society, and Babbitt Ranches. Approximately 2@% 8 of encroaching junipers in the more northgraning around
Slate Lake were lopped and scattered. The rdsaltld mean increased visibility for Pronghorn inpentant summer
and fawning habitat, as well as probable increfsdaproduction from lopped and scattered junipees for pronghom,
elk and deer. Below are before and after photos.

Before thinning After thinning

. $% %

Do you recognize this photo?

Pronghom contributor David Brown came

across this interesting photo of pronghom
apparently following a snow plow in what

might be the winter of 1966-67. He doesn’t
know who took this photo or where the loca-
tion is.

If you can identify the photographer and
place, or would like to come up with a hu-
morous caption, please send us an email at
info@azantelope.org. We will publish sub-
missions in our next issue.
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Captive Breeding

North Half We had 2 more unexplained mortalities in the ndwali of the pen. On August 6, a yearling buck was
found dead, and largely scavenged by vuttures.eddays later, a doe fawn was found dead. Botetheimals were

+8 +% # 2 %
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seen alive one day, andthen were dead and mastisged the next day. There were no signs ofpioador injury.

We suspect it may be from disease, but there waemmugh left of the carcasses for testing. Albbig same time

last year, and under similar climatic conditions, mad an adult buck die, whose necropsy indicatéid.EThis dis-
ease is spread by a biting midge that needs ameddy substrate with emergent weedy vegetatiorotopdete its

lifecycle. Oubreaks of the midge are common dyitime hot and humid monsoon season. It had ran@ehd the

pen about a week before the deaths. It has alsed@aver %2 inch at the pen in the last week. I&hBell forage plot

received 1 %2 inches of rain. These rains shawdmyup the forage in the pen and forage plots.

South Half: All the pronghom are doing well.

Status of Pronghorn in Pen

(M = Male, F = Female)

Wild pronghorn 2005 2006 2007 2008 TOTAL

putinto the pen recruitment recruitment recruitment recruitment in pen
NORTH HALF
In Pen 5F, 1M 2F 4F, 5M 13 fawns 29
Released aM 3M
SOUTHWEST
In Pen 5F 2F, 1M 3F, 2M 12 fawns 25
Released 2M

54

2008 Released MalesOn the last telemetry flight, one of the releasedes (451) was with several other wild prong-

hom on South Tac.

North Tac.

2007 Released MalesNothing new to report.

Water Projects:Nothing new to report.

Forage Enhancementswe have been irrigating at all the forage plotoweler, we had recent rains, so we

will be suspending irrigation until needed.

12

851 has not been heard wWiemetry since March 30, when he was on the northedge of

(Continued on page 13)



(Continued from page 12)

Other PI‘OjeCtS:We are till moving forward with the preliminangegs for establishing a second population. We

are also working on building a new forage enhancrsiee onthe Marine side of the BMGR, near theiBeHills wa-
ter. We took the archaeologist out to show herretlee well site will be so she can complete thHeucal clearances.

Wild Pronghorn: Onour lasttelemetry flight (August 17) we foungrbnghorn on South Tac, 7 on the east side
of the Growler Mountains, 4 on the west side of Gaistobal Valley, and 6 south of the Point of fhietas water. One
radio-collared doe still appearsto be south ofalyga Dulce Mountains, in Mexico, but we have netified that yet.

Personnel: we now only have 2 ofthe 4 positions flled and the state government isauhifing feeze. However, we were
able to get exemptions to the freeze, and are in the processuifing people for these positions.

Uncollared buck and doe at the water at Granite Moun-
tains forage plot. August 8, 2008

Collared and uncollared does at Granite Mountains wat

May 2008.
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My dad and | hunted in unit 18B. We left home druisday
night and | shot mine Friday morning (opening daty pbout
7:30 a.m! What a fun hunt! We spotted my antelfspm

about a mile away. My friend, Regan, helped mk stand

eventually | had a 375 yard shot. | got down onbaly and
took my best shot (lterally!). He went down thidf
shot! My friend and | high-fived and with anothsitiot my
hunt was over! My dad was watching from wherealtstd
my stalk through his spotting scope. He came nginiAfter

we finished field dressing and taking care of mie@pe, we
continued huntingto fill my dad's tag. At 10:2¢ miad took
a 150 yard shot at his antelope. He didnt reddixe big it

was until we got home! Here are some pictureshmws
you! We scored mine at about 75 and my dad's raaagie
( with deductions) is 90 4/8. We are waiting tedhim offi-

cially scored when his antlers come back from theder-
mist! What an exciting hunt!

Photos show Johnathan, age 14 (top) and his dal Kei
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In 2005, the Arizona Antelope Foundation in co@pien with the Armendaris Ranch in New Mexico began
study to age harvested pronghom antelope and a@ntipair respective hom size and B & C scorembst antlered big
game species, the older the animal, the largearttiers andthe bigger the B & C score. That da¢secessarily hold
true with pronghorn, hence the study. The hopetwaxbtain some meaningful results that will befuisen determining
which age classes to manage for, and how it maadnghe various pronghorn herds. Below are theltefom 2007.
Thanksto all the hunters who submitted teethties analysis.

If you are fortunate enough to hunt antelopefilis you can help us with this study by sendin@u®oth from
your animal. Look for more information onthe sthd how you can help on our website www.azan gt

Ages of hunter killed pronghorn during 2007 season

Score system
Hunter State GMU BC score  |SCI score Unknown Age
Chad Corbin AZ 19 921/4 94 3/8 3
Cody Piiddy AZ 10 901/4 94 3/4 5
Dave Brown AZ 10 841/4 85 3
Dillon Curiie AZ 10 88 88 1/2 6
Jack Himes AZ 10 901/2 937/8 4
John Schabow AZ 19 871/2 87 3/4 4
Julius Fortuna AZ 13A 77 80 3/8 2
Mark Hartman AZ 7 85 85 3/4 5
Mark Hartman, Jr. AZ 7 75 76 3
Mat Fortuna AZ 13A 77 318 80 3/8 2
Paul Scott AZ 18A 811/2 86 5/8 6
Shawn Friesen AZ 19 941/4 97 1/4 4
Troy Holyoak AZ 10 89 90 1/4 3
lAaron Johnson CO Bijou 701/2 4
DeWayne Sanders CO Bijou 617/8 3
Doyle Heaton CO Bijou 67 3
Gary Rayback CO Bijou 587/8 2
John Vanko CO 13 751/2 7
John Vanko CO 13 841/2 5
Kevin Saunders CcO Bijou 585/8 2
Matt Agius CO Bijou 67 1/4 2
Roger Reaume CO Bijou 721/8 5
Ted Agius CO Bijou 671/2 Broken
Ted Langston CcO Bijou 66 3/8 2
Tom Agius CO Bijou 651/8 4
Tony Sun CO E. Cu 651/2 2
Shawn Friesen NM 37 841/4 85 3/4 4
Adem Blanken B. NM ARM 68 1/4 12
Al Thanhauser NM 36 871/2 931/8 3
IAndy Morrison NM n.e. ? 4
Art Porter NM ARM 69 3/4 2
Bill Rusch NM n.e. ? 9
Billy Rhodes NM n.e. 801/4 3
Clint Walker NM ARM 785/8 5
Dale Bemard NM 56 ? 4
Dave Westrum NM 36 81 813/4 2
Dean Beaman NM ARM 741/2 5
Dean Branscum NM 45 801/4 805/8 3
Dennis Pierce NM 37 84 851/8 3
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Ages of hunter killed pronghorn during 2007 season

Score system
Hunter State GMU BC score [SCI score Unknown Age
Fran. Sada, Jr. NM ARM 67 3
Fran. Sada, Sr NM ARM 73 3
Frank Victorino NM 20 85 3/4 86 3/8 3
Glade Cook NM ARM 72 3/8 8
Greg Miller NM 57 ? 3
Guy Tittle NM n.e. ? 3
Hardy Jackson NM n.e. 811/8 5
Howard Langley NM n.e. 751/4 3
Jake Westrum NM 36 791/2 833/8 5
James P. Wells NM 57 77 3
Jason Beck NM 20 811/4 82 1/4 3
Jeff Puhl NM 53 76 76 3/4 2
Jeff Tolin NM ARM 70 2
Jerry Martin NM 36 84 3/4 851/2 4
Jerry McPherson NM n.e. 67 3/8 6
Jim Clark NM ARM 71 11
John Conway NM n.e. 791/4 6
Kathy Haines NM 53 80 847/8 3
Kenneth Clark NM n.e. 797/8 6
Kevin Rogers NM ARM 68 5/8 17
Lyn Burleson NM 45 841/2 855/8 7
Mark Little NM 53 761/2 77 112 2
Metre Samson NM 57 ? 2
Michael Domenico NM ARM 68 1/2 9
Mike Basha NM ARM 69 1/2 6
Mike Golightly NM ARM 72718 10
Mike Little NM 36 83 3/8 87 3/4 2
Mike Porter NM ARM 731/8 4
Mike Wieck NM 45 821/4 831/2 5
Nelson McCarter NM n.e. 80 3/8 3
Paul Wallenman NM 37 871/2 931/8 6
Pete Huckins NM 45 80 831/8 2
Randy Beck NM 20 811/4 82 3/4 2
Randy Presly NM n.e. 72 3
Rich Pierce NM 37 88 3/4 931/4 4
Rob L Armanasco NM 55 ? 3
Rob Silliman NM n.e. 77 4
Roy Lecy NM 36 833/8 841/8 3
Scott Bunily NM ARM 68 12
Scott Golightly NM ARM 69 3/8 8
Sonny Hackett NM 10 ? 3
Steve Blankenship NM 36 811/8 86 1/8 5
Steve Rohrback NM 20 84 3/4 88 3/4 3
Suzanne Gilstrap NM ARM 691/4 10
Todd Romsa NM 37 871/2 907/8 4
Tom Hanna NM 36 85 3/4 87 4
Troy Redenbo NM n.e. 69 3/4 4
\Wayne Bugen NM ARM 601/8 3
\Wes Langley NM n.e. 721/4 3
\William Burns NM ARM 79 10
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The Berrendo Award is the most significant awaxekgi out at the Biennial Pronghorn Workshop, whigh sanctioned
& sponsored event by the Western Association di Bied Wildlife Agencies--to which the Arizona Gawrred Fish De-
partment is a member. The Association covers theteme U.S., western Canadian provinces, and nortMaxican
states, all of which have pronghorn within theiubdaries.

The award has been given out 4 times. In 2002fitheaward was to Dr. Jim Yoakum (retired BLM lagist from Ne-
vada); in 2004, Dr. Bart O'Gara (deceased; refirefiessor in Montana) was the recipient; in 200&mTP ojar (retired
researcher from Colorado) was the last one awattdederrendo Award before this year; in 2008, eetiAZGFD re-
searcher Richard Ockenfels was awarded the Berréméod at the 23rd Pronghom Workshop in Canmoibg#ia,
Canada.

The other award by the Pronghorn Workshop is ai8pRecogni-
tion Award, for which Arizona has numerous recipserncluding

the Arizona Antelope Foundation. Foundation Boarmhier, and
Past President, Dave Brown, received a Special dredon

Award in 2008 for his lead role in the newest updatt the Prong-
hom Management Guidelines and his numerous ptilitsion

pronghorn management and ecology. Previous retgpism Ari-

zona include Richard Ockenfels, John Hervert (AZGFdma),

Dr. Rick Miller (AZGFD Flagstaff).

The award system for the Pronghorn Workshop wa$thiechild
of former Research Branch Chief Jim DeVos and rekehiolo-
gist Richard Ockenfels, in 2000. The system waseteabafter the
successful deer/elk workshop awards, also sandibpé¢he West-
ern Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.

Congratulations Richard!

1 n

31. Randy Cherington, Scottsdale 33. Bob Walker, Phoenix
32. Joe Del Re, Chandler 34. Cookie Nicoson, Williams

! *% 1"

David Arbo, Chandler Pat McFall, Peoria
Josiah & Valer Austin, Pearce Tod Molesworth, Marana
Bob Blassingzone, Pinetop Jim Rufh, Scottsdale
William Cullins, Chandler Rick Rzendzian, Scottsdale
Mark Dowd, Mesa TJ Slezak, Phoenix
Dan Fadden, Show Low Elizabeth Stewart, Mesa
Jim Glover, Pinetop Kevin Thomas, Mesa
Warren Hendricks, Surprise Ron Thompson, Phoenix,
Todd Hulm, Goodyear Jerry Thorson, Mesa
Keith Joyner, Scottsdale Frank Walsh, Green Valley
Aaron Krone, Mesa Ladon Warner, Snowflake
Javier Lopez, Mesa Whitney White, Phoenix
Mary Love, Peoria Mark Wulff, Gilbert
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(Continued from page 5) five years after the transplant, while midwintervey
a dozen or so antelope. Then, on his schedulegyun numbers remained stable. Could it be possible shate
January, 2006, Matt only saw two bucks. Conventionaf the herd was periodically leaving the Hillsidea. Matt
wisdom had been proven right, The Hillside popalati asked then Region Il Game Specialist Art Fullerevéh
never numbering more than three dozen antelope, hbd closest known antelope habitat to Hillside waftt
“winked out.” replied that that would be Tank Creek Mesa northebs
Nonetheless, local residents kept reportinglape in Hillside, and that the Region’s June 1990 surveywsd
the Hillside area. Our interest piqued, we wonddfedhy 61 pronghorn on Tank Creek Mesa--an increase of 23
pronghorn were ill left, and if so, where wereyt® To from the previous year! Interestingly, Matt had rsed
try and find out, two students and retired Game &g antelope on June 29, 1988. Could it be that théldite
ment Division Chief Paul Webb volunteered to gdit- herd had somehow maintained a connection with @noth
side and search for them. But athough they redasee- small population on Tank Creek Mesa?
ing tracks and brought back some suspicious looding- Curious as to what this connection might ldkk, we
pings, they saw no antelope. To confirm the promglso took atrip to Bismarck Mesa on May 12, 2007. Althgh
absence, we made our own search of the Grandviea.Arthe rougher country surrounding the mesa was isorea
The only antelope we saw was a lone buck just elastable condition, range conditions on Bismarck Mesaew
Hillside that we christened:bnesome Geoej after the less than ideal. There was no sign of the 14 pronmghe-
George Goebel television character (Map 1). ported earlier, and the only antelope tracks we@aBis-
Matt next sav.onesome Georgauring the 2006 deer marck Mesa were those of a lone buck. Looking towar
season, a sighting that was also reported by skloeia@ the north, however, we could see the tantalizimgafthe
residents. And, when Matt flew his aerial surveyJamu- grass covered Tank Creek, Behem, and Bozarth mesas
ary along 0.5 minute grids, the only antelope seaga a (Map 2). Could these mesas be were where Hillside’s
buck that was within % mile of where we had séene- pronghorn were hiding?
some Georgelt looked like the end of the line for Hill-
side’s antelope.
In retrospect, the pronghomn transplants t Hillside
area were premature. Not enough habitat was imldait
condiion, and selected pastures should have baeredt
or cleared of brush before attempting a restorafidre
area’s fences should have been inventoried andethos
needing modification should have had their lowearsls
made “pronghom friendly.” It would probably alsave
been beneficial to have had some coyote controhtsffin
placeprior to the translocations. As it was, the only preda-
tor control conducted was an aerial gunning efforthe
springs of 1985 and 1987, which removed 16 andoyé-c
tes respectively. But such is all 30:30 hindsighé range
conditions between Kirkland and Yava were indeeitiebe
than formerly, and pronghorn transplants have adwag
curred when animals were available, not when habita
were available.
Then something strange happened. Reportselope
in the Hillside area were again coming in.. In Jagu
2007, Matt received a credible report of 14 promgheest
of Hillside and north of the Atchison Topeka andisaFe
railroad tracks. Where did these animals come frdvtegt
suspected that some of the Hillside pronghorn lea:go
Bismarck Mesa, which is north of the Kirkland-Hidle
highway. Pronghorn had been seen in that arealladt
ter the inttial Hillside transplant, and it was natreason-
able that some of the animals had gone off in divatction
despite there being a lot of brush and a plethdfarnces
in the way. Could this have been where the 14 promg
had come from?
Matt had noticed that the number of antelspen on
summer fixed-wing surveys had begun to decline four Map 2 (Continued on page 18)
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(Continued from page 17) what it was he was up to. Hikingthrough the samsyre
These mesas were all in Region Il and mastWild- where Matt had seen him earlier, we could not Heip
life Manager Micah White’s district. As enthusiasaibout notice how kind the rains had been. In additiotheomal
“his pronghom” as Matt, Micah eagerly showed Paplai strewn pasture having been treated to the ahbson
Webb and David plenty of pronghorn on Behem and Bof a May downpour, the summer monsoon had beenrgene
zarth mesas, but Tank Creek Mesa was “off limitgg tb ous. Pronghorn foods—globe mallow, ragweed, and par-
locked gates on private land. He had seen no pangin tridge pea grew in profusion. Approaching a smisk,r
Tank Creek Mesa during his aerial surveys ou ajddd, our confidence in seeinigppnesome Georgsoared. Given
however, and the ruggedness of the country bettese the abundance of forage, he and his girl friendsevaeirre
and Hillside would appear to preclude any regulgr eto be inthe largest and safest open space tharpdsd to
change of pronghom between the two areas. In tha@nm offer.
time, reports had been received of three or fotelape We were not disappointed. He was just wivergre-
again being in the Hillside area. dicted he would be, standing stiff-legged, watchirsgas
Looking forLonesome Georgand the Hillside ante- antelope do. The only problem was that there werg o
lope became a hobby project. Wanting a hike, Dawvid two does with him. Had one of the ladies succuntioed
his granddaughter Brieanna went looking fmnesome predator? Or was she off tending a fawn somewhere?
Georgeduring Christmas vacation 2007. And, lo and bdé-onesome Georgeasn’'t saying. As we approached him
hold, in the same pasture where we had seen hieradevirom the east, one of the does began angling othé
times before, were the fresh tracks of a buck epeebhnd south, leading her two comrades away from us. When
three doesLonesome Georgénowever, was not up to apressed further, the trio headed off to the weshéndirec-

personal appearance. tion of Hillside, leaving us no clue as to whehney had
Not too long afterwards, Matt was again recggjwe- come from or when they might next disappear.
ports of a buck antelope and three does near dilldFi- To solve this mystery we need to put a setelhdio

nally, on May 6, 2008, he located the four pronghoear collar on Lonesome Georgand track his movements.
Grandview in a little visited pasture north of thelroad Only then will we learn where he goes and wheradbes
tracks. His identification was positive despite Aitempt come from. Perhapsthe area delineated as pronglatin
to hike closer being thwarted by an approachingtles tat in the Hillside area is greater than we thoughtore
storm.Lonesome Georgeas not only back he had a smalimportantly, we may be able to find out if thereinsleed
harem with him. an interchange of pronghorn between Region I11 iditld

Eager to check ohonesome Georgegresent status, side. If so, pronghorn are a lot more flexible lireit move-
we traveled to Grandview on July 23, 2008 to sest jumentsthan we thought.
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March 7-8 Work Project Ash Creek Ranch
May 16-17 Work Project Yavapai Ranch
June 16 17th Annual Hunter Clinic
July 18 6th Annual Fundraising Banquet
August 8-9 Work Project Anderson Mesa
Mid- October Work Project Unit 21
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In a major victory for sportsmen and conservatisnisa-
tionwide, a federal court has ruled in favor of EI§h and
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The latest update regarding the Apache-Sitgreavas N
tional Forests' plan revision effort is available the for-
ests' Web site:

http:/imww.fs.fed.us/r3/asnf/plan-revision/
documents.shtml

Desired conditions are the foundation of the ravigtan
and "paint a picture” of what the forests look lded pro-
vide. A first draft of desired conditions are awahle for
your review and input. Please consider submitsiogr

Wildlife, AZ Game & Fish, and the AZ Desert Bighorm"PUt on the draft desired conditions.

Sheep Society (among others) to protect wildlifenage-
ment on an important parcel of federal land. Thling
reiterates that wildlife management takes precedeet
protectionism on the National Wildlife Refuges. eTAAF
contributed to the effort.
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Each year the AZ Game & Fish Commission issuese3 s
cial pronghorn antelope tags to be used for fusirgi
purposes. The AAF was awarded 2 of the tags, laad
Arizona Big Game Super Raffle the 3rd.

The firsttag was auctioned at the Arizona Ek 8pcban-
guet in March and generated $62,5000. At our faisarg
banquet in July, the 2nd tag brought $67,500 ati@uc
tying the record for the highest amount ever! D068
Super Raffle resulted in another $40,400 addedhéaag
fund account for antelope!

All of the funds generated by the auction and/dfteraf
these tags goes directly to wildlife managemerite BAF
participates in the Habitat Partnership Committesdlect
projects and studies that will be funded with spketag
monies.
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The 2009 sales campaign has already begun! T ks
chanceto win one of the coveted Commissioner’s tag
Swarovski optics package. Winners can hunt for @8fs
almost anywhere in the state. New this year iagafor
Mountain Lion. Sales will continue through July 020
and the drawing will take place July 18th, 2009sit\the
website for more information.
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Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests
Plan Revision Team

E-mail: asnf.planning@fs.fed.us
Web: http://mww.fs.fed.us/r3/asnf/
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The Intemational Wildlife Museum in Tucson recgntl
opened a special exhibit entitled “Prehistoric Ryorn,
tAncient Antelope”. The exhibit features a full lyockcon-
struction of a prehistoric pronghorn (antelope atmes), a
fossil species known only from Southermn Arizona.was
discovered by 2 high school boys from New York in a
cave near Sonoita in 1934. Pronghorn have be8ioith
America for 20 million years and the modern prorrghis
sole surviving species of at least 50 speciesliheae ex-
isted in the past.

The museum is located at 4800 W. Gates Pass Rdidn
son. For more information, call 520-629-0100 ositvi
their website
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To Brad Remfrey for assisting with the publicat@mnour
Pronghommagazine. Not only has Brad helped us up-
grade to high quality color print, he has donatelf bf the
printing costs over the last year and a half.
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ARIZONA ANTELOPE FOUNDATION NOoRe.
U.S. POSTAGE

P. O. BOX 12590 PHONIX AZ

GLENDALE, AZ 85318 PERMITNO. 318

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEET

The Arizona Antelope Foundation October 13 6:30 PM] The Phoenix Zoo

Board Meetings November 10 6:30 AM ABBalvin Parkway
December 8 630 PMU

AAF Work Projects October 18-19, 2008 Unit 21
March 7-8, 2009 Ash Creek Ranch
May 16-17, 2009 Yavapai Ranch
August 8-9, 2009 Anderson Mesa

The Wildlife Conservation Council October 28 6:30 PMy

Board Meetings November 25 6:30 P
January 27 6:30PM

AAF Clinic June 16, 2009 Sportsman’s Warehouse

AAF Banguet July 18, 2009 TBA

AZ Big Game Super Raffle Drawing July 18, 2009 TBA




